1ft March, 18co0,

Read the firf and fecond time, and ordered to be committed to @ Committer of

the whole Houfe on Thur fday next.

A Bill

Far the Government of the Marine Corps while on

fhore.

Sec. 1. BE #t enalled by the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of
the ¥nited States of America, in Congrefs Affembled, TFhat the fol-

Yowing rufes and regulations be adopted and obferved for the govern-

ment of the Marine Corps while on fhore.

I. If any marine officer, or private, in the fervice of the
United States, fhall, while on fhore, excite, or join in any mutiny or
fedition, or fhall not ufe his utmoft endeavours to fupprefs the fame,

or coming tothe knowledge of a mutiny, or intended mutiny, fhall

5 negleét to give the moft fpeedy intelligence thereof to his commanding

10

11

12

oflicer, or fhall defert from the fervice of the United States, or, being
already enlifted as a marine, fhall enlift himfelf in any other company or
capacity in the {ervice of the United States, either in the land or fea
fervice, without having firft obtained a difcharge in writing from the
officer who commanded the company, or other officer competent to
grant a difcharge, or fhatl be found fleeping on his poft; or fhall leave

it before relieved, or fhall hold treafonable correfpondence wit‘hvany

13 rebcl;orc‘nemy ‘ofthie United States, or fhall give them any advicé or

14

intelligence of any kind whatever, by any ways or means, or fhall
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15 treat. in any manner, or enter into any conditions with fuch rebel or
16 enemy without having inftruétions fo to do from the Prefident of the
17 United States, or the Secretary of the Navy, or his commanding of-
+8 ficer; every fuch marine officer or private, fo offending, while on
19 on fhore, fhall on convition thereof before a general Court Martial,
20 fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as a Court Martial fhall think
21 proper toinflit : and every fuch Marine officer or private, who fhall
22 difobey the lawful commands of his fuperior, or fhall ftrike, or menace
23 him, while in_the execution of his office, fhall fuffer fuch punithment
24 as a Court Martial fhall adjudge.
1 T1I. That general Courts Martial may be convened for the trial
2 of offences committed as aforefaid, as often as the Secretary of the Na-
3 \_ry, or the officer commanding the Marine Corps fhall deem neceffary ;
4 Provided, that no gencral Court Martial as aforefaid, fhall confift of
5 lefs than five, or more than thirteen members, and that as many mem-
6 bers be fummoned, fo as not to exceed thirteen, as can be convened
7 without injury to the fervice.
1 IIL  That all general Courts Martial as aforefaid, fhall be com-
2 poled of commiffioned officers of the marine corps, when a fufficient
3 number can be conveniently affembled, and that the fenior officer fhall
4 prefide; but that in cale a fufficient number of marine officers cannot be
5qco}nvcned, and tHc Secretary of the Navy fhall deem it neceflary, it fhall
6 and may be lawful for him, with the concurrence of the Secretary of
7 War, tofummon on the court, officers of the army, who, while aéting
8‘j<‘\)rrxrtl.1e Court, fhall be deemed as rﬁarine officers, and rank accordingly.
1 IV. That in all fentgnces of general Courts Martial, which ex-

2 tend to the lofs oflife, the concurrence of two thirds of the members

3 prefent be required, and fhall not be carried into execution until they
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4 have been apbrove:d by the Prefident of the United States. Sentences

5 whichextend to the difmiffion of a commiffioned officer may be deter-

6 mined by a majority of the Court, and fhall not be carried into execu-

7 tionuntil they have been approved by the Prefident of the United States:

8 all other fentences fhall be determined by a majority of the Court, and

g be carried into execution by the commanding officer of the marine
10 corps,

1 V. That every member of fuch general Courts Martial, fhall take

2 the following oaths in the prefence of the Court and the Judge Ad-

3 vocate, or perfon officiating as fuch, who is hereby authorized to ad-

4 minifter the fame,

5 * You fhall well and truly try, and determine agreeably to the evi-
6 ¢ dence which fhall come before the Court in the matter now before

7 % you, between the United States, and the prifoner to be tried, fo Aclp

8 ¢ you God.”

9 % I, A. B. do {wear, that I will duly adminifter juftice in the cale now
10 ¢ before me, according to the law for the government of the marine
11 % corps while on Thore, without partiality, prejudice or affelion; and
12 “ ifany doubt fhall arile on the faid law, according to my own con-
13 “ [cience, the beft of my underftanding, and the cuftom of war in fuch
14 % cales. And I further {wear, that I will not divulge or difclofe, by
15 % any means whatever, the fentenceof the Court until it fhall have
16 ¢ been approved by the proper authority ; neither will I ever divulge
17 % or dilclofe the opinion of any particular member of the court, unlefs
18 « reciuired fo to do as a witnels in a court ofjuﬁiée in due courfe of
19 “law, fo help me God.”

20 And as foon as thefe c;aths have béen adminiftered to the refpettive

21 members, the Prefident of the Court is hereby authorizéd and required
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29 .o admymifter to-the Judge Adv;cavxtie,;or _pcrfon officiating as fuch, the
23 fellowing oathy
24 ¢ You A.B.do fwear, that you will net divulge or difclofe by any
25 % means; the ¥ote or opinion of any member of this court, unlefs re-
26 ¢ quired fo to do in acourt of juftice in due courfe of law, nor will you
27 “ difclofe or divilge the fentence of the court until it be approved by
28 ¢ the proper authority, fo help you God.”
1 VI. That al} evidence given to a general Court Martial as a-
2 forefdid, fhull be on oath or affirmation, which the Prefident of
3 the Cotirt Is hereby authorized to adminiftery and if any perfon in
4 the marine fervice of the Unitea States, fhall refufe to give his evi-
5 dence on oath or affirmation, or fhall prevaricate in his evidences
6 or behave with contempt to the court; it fhall and may be lawful for the
5 Court to imptifon fuch offender at their difcretion; provided the im-
8 prifonment for any fuch refufal or prevarication fhall not exceed three
g mohthsy nor that for contempt one month; and that every perfon who
10 thall commit wilful perjury on examination on oath or affirmation be-
11 fore fuch Court, or who fhall corruptly procure or fuborn any perfon
12 to commit fuch wilful perjury, {hall and may be profecuted by indiét-
13 ment on information in any court of jultice of the United States, and
14 thall fuffer fuch pains and penalties as are authorized by the laws of the
15, United States for fuch offences; and inany profecution for fuch crimes
16 it fhall be fufficient to fet forth the offence charged on the defend#nt,
17 without fetting forth the authority under which the Court Martial was
1R held, or the particular matters brought or intended to be broughtbefure
19 the faid Court.
1, VII.. That no proceedings fhall be had before fuch general Court

2 Martial, except between the hours of 8 o'clock in the morning, and
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three in the afternoon, unlefs in cafes when the officer -ordering the

[958

4 court is of opinion that an immediate example is neceffary.
1 VIIL. That it fhall be the duty of the judge advocate, or perfon
2 officiating as fuch to take down in writing all the cvidence given:be-

fore 2 general court martial, and a minute detail of their proceedings,

“I

4 and tranfmit the fame as foon as epportunity will permit to the

fecretary of the navy, or officer ordering the court, in which laf

6 cafe it fhall be the duty of faid officer to ludge them in the office

13,1

7 of the fecretary of the navy, and the party tried or any perfon ap-
8 plying in bis behalf fhall be eatitled to a copy thereof, whether the
9 fentence be ap,pr()vede or not.

1 1X. That no enarine officer or private, who fhall have been ac-
2 quitted or convifted by any general court martial, as aforefaid, fhall
g be liable tq be tried a fecond time by the fame, or any other court

martial for the fame offence, unlefs the Prefident of the United

©

[

States, or the officer ordering fhall withhold his approbation from

(<230 >

the fentence, diffolve the court by his order in writing and order

another; and the firlt decifion of the Prefident of the United States,or

~1

8 officer ordering the court, fhall be conclufive. Provided always, That
9 nothing in this a&t fhall exempt any marine officer or private, while on
10 fhore, from being proceeded againtt by the ordinary courfe of law.

1 X. That no marine officer or private who fhall have been acquit-
2 ted or convifted of any capital crime or offence, by a civil court
3 of jullice, fhall be liable to be punifhed by a. court martial, other-
4 vife than by cafhiering, if an cofficer.  Prowided dlwdys and be ut
5 enaéled, That if any marine officer or private fhall be accufed

& of any capital\ crime, vielence or offence, againft the perfon or
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.zen of the United States, while on fhore, which is
punifhable by the known laws of the land, the commanding officer or
officers of every company or party is, and are hereby required to ufe

his and their utmoft endeavours to deliver fuch accufed perfon to the

civil magiftrate upon demand made by fuch magiftrate, and fhall alfo

aid and affifl the officers of juftice in apprchending fuch offender, in

order to bring him to tral; and if any fuch commanding officer fhall
wﬂﬂn y neglett or refaﬁ, on application made to him for that purpofe
by a civil'oﬂiccr, to deliver fuch accufed perfon to the civil authority,
or to aid or affift the officers of juftice m appre chending fucn offender;
every fuch officer fo offending, and being thereof conviéted in any
court of law in the county where the fadt ;vas committed, by the oath
cf two creditable witneffcs, fhall be ipfo fafto cafhiered, and forever af-
tPrwards incapacitated to hold any military commiffion 1 in the fervice of

the Umted States, provided that in cafe the perfon tr:ed fhall appeal,

the convittion be confirmed by the next fuperior court to be holden in

the diflr1él ; andif no appeal be made, as aforefaid, the penalies fhall
2 7L H b

be incurred by the firfl convidlion: and it fhall be the duty of the
clerk of fuch county and diftriét courts to fend an attefted copy of any
fuch convifiion or confirmation to the fecretary of the navy.

XI. That all mariners, officers and privates in the fervice of the

‘United States, fhall from the time they are borne as a part of the com-

pany-of any fhip or veflel of war, in the fervice of the United States,
be liable to be governed by the law for the government of the navy
of the Unized States, any thing in this aft to the contrary notwith-
ftanding.

X1I. That any officer in the marine fervice of the United States,
who fhall be convi@ted by a general court martial, as aforefaid, of

feancwcus and infamous condudt, fuch as is unbecoming an officer and
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4 a ge~ﬁtl§man, fhall be cathiered; and wheneverany fuch officer fhall bé
5 cafhiered for cowardice, treachery or difhonefty, his fentence, name,
6 and ufual place of abode be publifhed in one or more new(papers of the
7 United States; and it fhall be deemed infamous for any officer of the
8 United Sgates to affociate with him ever afterwards.

1 XIII. Whenever a marine officer is put under arreft, it fhall be the
2 duty of the officer or perfon demanding the arreft to furnifh fuch officer
3 with a copy of the charges to be cxhibited againft him, and no charges
4 except fo furnifhed fhall be urged againft him on his trial, unlefs it
5 appear to the court that they had not come to the knowlege of the
6 perfon demandir;g the court at the time of the arreft, or that fome evi-
7 dence material to its fupport, was then abfent, whofe teftimony can
~ 8 now be produced, and then the coﬁrt‘ fhal grant the officer to be
g. tried, reafonable time to prepare his defence againft fuch charge.

1 XIV. That detachment courts martial, confifting of not lefs than
2 three' members, may be convened as ofien as the commandingr officer -
g of the detachment fhall find it neceflary, for the trial of non.com-
4 miflioned officers and privates for offences not capital ; and that their
5 proceedir;gs and powers in all cafes within the jurifdi&lion of faid courts,
6 be the fame as in general courts martial : and that officers of the army
7 mey be called in and fet as aforefaid.

1 XV. That courts of enquiry may be ordered by the Secretary
2 of the Navy, or the officer commanding the marine corps, to in-
3 ‘)eﬂigatc the conduct of any commiflioned officer of faid corps,
4 provided fuch caufe be demanded by the officer to be tried, and
.5 provided that fu‘ch court of enquiry confift of not more than three
6 members, who ﬂ13l1 be éommiﬂioﬁed officers of the marine corps

7 or army, fummoned as aforefaid, and a Judge Advocate or fome per-
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8 fon to officiate as fuch, and fucl; court fhall have power to" fummon
gwitneffes, admini fter oaths, and punifh contempt in the fame manner as
10 acourt martial; and all perjury, or {ubornation of perjury in faid
11 courts, fhall be punifhed inthe fame manner as in cafes of a court mar-
12 tial.  But fuch court fhall not give their opinion unlefs required fo to
13 do in the order for convening the court; and the party accufed fhalt
14 have power to crofs examine all the witneffes.

1t XVI. That the proccedings of a court of enquiry be authentica-
2 ted by ‘the fignature of the Prefident of the court and Judge Advo-
3 cate, or perfon officiating as fuch, and fhall in all cafes not capital,
4 or extending to the difmiffion of a commiffioned officer, be evidence
5 before a court martial, provided oral teftimony cannot be had.

1 XVII. The Judge Advocate, or perfon officiating as fuch, fhallad-
2 mipj,ﬁgg;o the members the following oath. -« You will well and truly
3 examiné and enquire acco:ding to evidence * into the matter now
' ¢ before you, without favor, affeftion or prejudice.”

6 After which the Prefident fhall adminifter to the Judge Advocate, or
7 perfonofficiating asfuch, the following.—

8 “ YouA. B.do {wear, that you will faithfully record the proceedings

] . . o . :
g ¢ of this court, and the evidence to be given in the cafe in hearing, fo

10 “ help you God.”



